
 

Praying for Displaced People 
 
The Global Compact on Refugees 
 
Globally, 68.5 million people are refugees, internally displaced or seeking asylum. Over half 
of the world’s refugees come from South Sudan, Afghanistan, and Syria. As of 2014, 84% of 
the world’s refugees were hosted by developing countries. Turkey hosts the most refugees 
worldwide; Uganda, Pakistan, Lebanon and Iran make up the remaining top five.  
 
Since 2016, the UN has been working towards a Global Compact on Refugees. This compact 
is intended to improve the way the international community responds to large movements 
of refugees. This Global Compact includes the Comprehensive Refugee Response 
Framework (CRRF) that was agreed in New York in 2016. It provides a vision for ‘a more 
predictable and more comprehensive response’ to refugee crises.1  The CRRF has four aims: 
1. To ease pressure on countries that welcome and host refugees.  
2. To build the self-reliance of refugees. 
3. To expand access to resettlement in third countries and other complementary pathways. 
4. To foster conditions that enable refugees voluntarily to return to their home countries.  
 
In addition to the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework the Global Compact will 
include a programme of action that sets out actions Member States and relevant 
stakeholders can undertake to the underpin the CRFF and ensure its full implementation. 
This programme of action has been developed over the past two years in response to the 
experience of implementing the CRRF. This programme of action does not seek to impose 
additional obligations on States but rather to outline how existing obligations can be met.  
 
When the UN meets in September the High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi will 
propose the Compact in his annual report. Member States will then consider and vote on 
the Global Compact alongside the rest of his report.  
 
At this important time, we should pray for wisdom and generosity on the part of Member 
States’ representatives to the General Assembly. We also continue to remember those who 
are asylum seekers and refugees. These prayers have been brought together to be used in 
personal prayers and collective worship.   
  

                                                           
1 http://www.unhcr.org/uk/comprehensive-refugee-response-framework-crrf.html  
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A Prayer for Refugees  
God, creator of all,  
For people who are displaced;  
may they find a safe refuge.  
For people who have lost control of their lives; 
 may they know a sure foundation.  
For people who live in fear;  
may they be given a strong fortress. 
 For people who are disillusioned;  
may they have hope in a future.  
Loving Father, in times of crisis, sorrow and uncertainty; 
 we ask that you draw near. Amen. 
 
This prayer was written by All We Can. All We Can work closely with refugees in different 
countries across the world. You can find the full resource, with biblical reflections and even 
recipes here http://allwecan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/To-all-the-people-we-
can-final-Resource-updated-June-2018.pdf.  
 
A Prayer for Displaced People 
 
Merciful God.  
For the times the cries of the abandoned  
the silent fears of the displaced  
and the secret trauma of those abused 
have gone unheard and unnoticed  
forgive us,  
Amen. 
This prayer comes from the Christian Aid prayer diary and is intended to be used on 

September 16. You can find the rest of the prayer diary here 

(https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2018-07/prayer-diary-August-

November-2018.pdf). You can also find out more about the work Christian Aid does 

supporting refugees across the world on their website.  
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